INTRODUCTION TO RADIO AND TELEVISION

GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING YOUR RESEARCH  PAPER OUTLINE

Your outline for your Research paper is to contain the following, in this order:

  I.
A title  -  “Broadcast news: can it be trusted?”

II. A thesis sentence and a paragraph describing how you will develop the topic (you may choose any 
topic in which you have an interest, but it must relate to the field of broadcasting).
THESIS SENTENCE  - A thesis sentence is a statement that sums up the entire idea of your term paper. 
 It is usually stated in one or two sentences.  It generally comes near the beginning of 
the paper, thus alerting the reader early to what he can expect and focusing the reader's attention. 


For example, if you were writing a term paper on how broadcast news reporting 

has affected our way of life; your thesis sentence might read as follows:

          "Broadcast news reports may be dangerous because they shape public opinion on issues 

and give some events more attention than they rightly deserve.  Many styles of news broadcasts 

are chosen primarily to create ratings.  Rather than solely reporting the facts of a major news story, 

many news reports delete or sensationalize the facts, editorialize on them or abbreviate them due to time constraints, thus heavily affecting public opinion on important issues."


You would then show in the body of your term paper just how broadcast news reporting 

influences the public's opinion.

PARAGRAPH DESCRIBING HOW YOU WILL DEVELOP THE TOPIC - After your thesis sentence 

describe in a paragraph how you plan to develop your topic.  Say what you feel is the significance 

or importance of the topic.

The topic of television news is of interest to me because studies have shown that in America a high percentage of people get much of their news from TV, and it seems to influence the people that watch it.  I plan to report on the statistics of news consumption and to summarize the studies that have been done to attempt to measure how the news affects us.  I plan to include two or three interviews with news directors at the San Diego network affiliates to ask their opinion about the facts that I have uncovered in my research and to attempt to confirm my suspicion that the push for ratings has a great deal to do with the content of newscasts.

This is an extremely important topic.  We learn so much about the world around us through TV news.  If the information cannot be trusted because of bias or commercial pressures, then we may be getting a false picture of our world.

III.
An outline of the body of your term paper 

OUTLINE OF BODY - This is a tentative structure showing what you plan to present in the main portion of your research paper.  

Example:

(ONE) TV and Radio News (Topic Sentence) 

1. Styles of broadcast news reporting

2. Quality of reporting

3. Ethics

4. TV Local News

5. Types of news stories

6. Happy Talk

7. Radio News

8. Reporters

9. Wire Services

10. Internet as a news source

11. Significance in swaying opinions  (Topic Sentence)

a. Sensationalism

b. Editorializing

c. Abbreviation

3.
Summary, conclusions and analysis

Your outline would then continue until you had listed all the main topics that you had planned to discuss in your term paper.

The more detailed your outline is, the easier it will be to write a clear, concise research paper.

 IV.
A bibliography 
In the outline the bibliography is a list of the sources (books, personal interviews, magazines and periodicals, TV or radio programs) that you consulted in preparing the outline or hope to use in the term paper.  List both those that you have consulted for preparing the outline and those you will consult later.  YOU MUST INCLUDE A BIBLIOGRAPHY WITH YOUR OUTLINE.

BIBLIOGRAPHY - A bibliography is a list of all the books, periodicals, interviews and any other sources you use in your paper.  List books alphabetically with the author's last name listed first.

For example:

Book:

Lichty, Lawrence W., and Topping, Malachi C.  American Broadcasting. New York: Hastings House Publishers, 1975.

Magazine:

Miles, Donald.  "Being First Is Not Always As Important As Being Right."  Broadcast Magazine, August 1986, pp. 49-52.

Internet Website:

Thomas: Legislative Information on the Internet. 19 June 2001. Lib. of Congress, Washington. 18

      May 2002 <http://thomas.loc.gov/>.

Always underline book and magazine titles as well as titles of documents found on the internet.  Place the names of magazine articles in quotation marks.  Works on the World Wide Web are cited just like printed works.  The location of the second date in the above example is where you would put the date you accessed the web site. For examples of citations for different types of web resources (e.g.:  scholarly project, information database, personal website, online book, etc.), consult the following page on the MLA website:  http://www.mla.org/style_faq4.

»  Try to use as many sources as possible.

ENDNOTES - When citing sources within the text, use endnotes, not footnotes.  Endnotes, as their name implies, appear at the end of the text.  Superscript numbers are placed in the text at the point of the reference, and the corresponding sources are listed at the end of the paper.  They should begin on a new page, with the title "Notes" appearing on the top.  Endnotes look like this:

     1Wayne C. Booth. The Rhetoric of Fiction  (Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1961), p. 151.

Type the notes consecutively, with double spacing.  After a work has been fully identified in a note, it is subsequently cited in shortened form.  For example:

     2Booth, pp. 345-47.

Remember that you must prove the statements that you make in your paper.  You can do this by stating statistics and their sources, by quoting certain studies and where they took place, by quoting pertinent sayings from authors, etc..  This is important to your grade!!! 

PERSONAL ANALYSIS - In the paper itself, include a personal analysis of the topic you chose to write about.  Tie together, in your own words, the information that you have presented in the paper.  Evaluate the significance, the future implications, the timeliness of your topic, or whatever else you might feel is appropriate.  This also is important to your grade.
STYLE AND FORMAT - The MLA handbook, Third Edition, by Joseph Gibaldi and Walter S. Achtert (Paper), is a key tool in writing and documenting a research paper.  I suggest that you consult this handbook and follow the documentation style, as it is the new accepted form of documentation.  You may find this book in the library or in any bookstore.  

ORIGINAL WORK/PLAGIARISM - It is assumed that your paper is your own original work.  When you use material that others have written, put the material in quotes and cite the source in an end note.  You should keep all notes, library and research records, and anything else that will demonstrate that the research you have done is your own.  It is amazingly easy to spot writing that is not the original work of a student writer!!!  I will check your paper on the internet. The college policy on plagiarism is an F in the class and possible expulsion from the college.  I support and enforce this policy!
Your paper must be typewritten and double spaced on 8 1/2 X 11 white paper. Do not enclose your paper in any type of folder, plastic cover, etc..  Simply attach a cover sheet that has the title of your paper, your name, and your class listed on it.  Staple the pages together, in this order:

1. Your cover sheet

2. Your paper

3. Your endnote page

4. Your bibliography

5. Your graded first-draft outline

6. The attached copy of the Term Paper Grading Sheet, with your name on it.

GRADING - You will receive up to 25 points on your term paper outline, which will count toward your point total at the end of the semester.  You must include your graded first-draft outline with your final paper.  The inclusion of your first draft outline is worth ten points towards your final paper grade.

NOTE:  The following sheet contains most of the criteria used in grading the term papers.  It is not used to grade 
the rough-draft outline.

  Name _________________________________________

Class day ____________________Hour _____________

RTV 100 TERM PAPER GRADING SHEET

(Attach this as the last sheet of your term paper.)

1.   FORM  (20 points)                                    
     a.   Grammar (punctuation, usage, spelling, etc.)


     b.   Neatness (typing, erasures, etc.)


2.   ORGANIZATION  (20 points)                            

     a.   Organization of topic


     b.   Logical development of ideas


3.   COMPLETENESS  (40 points)                            
     a.   Quality of research/bibliography


     b.   Thoroughness of treatment of topic


     c.   Timeliness of facts/significance


     d.   Support of statements/endnotes


4.   GENERAL CREATIVE FEEL  (30 points)                   
     a.   Style and readability


     b.  Originality (your own work)


     c.   Personal analysis of topic


5.   INCLUSION OF FIRST-DRAFT OUTLINE  (10 points)

     Total points
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